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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-OI 
CU-04 SAJ-01 /072W 

221232 128791 /20 

R22I0IIZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9488 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 4037 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TH 

SUBJECT: THANOM PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. FORMER PRIME MINISTER EIELD MARSHAL THANOM KITTIKHACHON 
LEET THE MONKHOOD IN BANGKOK ON FEB 21, FIVE MONTHS AFTER 
HIS RETURN TO THAILAND. ON FEB 22 HE HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
AT HIS HOME AND COVERED THE EOLLOWING TOPICS. 

2. RETURN TO POLITICS. HE WILL HAVE NOTHING MORE TO DO WITH 
POLITICS. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT HE MAY BE ABLE TO 
HELP BY GIVING ADVICE TO THE GOVERNMENT WHEN REQUESTED. 

3. SEIZED PROPERTY. THE PROPERTY AND ASSETS SEIZED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AETER OCT, 1973, WERE OBTAINED HONESTLY. HIS WIFE 
AND HE SAVED WHATEVER THEY COULD DURING HIS TERM OF OFFICE. 

4. FUTURE PLANS. HE WANTS TO LEAD THE LIEE OF AN ORDINARY CI- 
TIZEN. HE PLANS TO WRITE HIS MEMOIRS, WHICH WILL INCLUDE 
BEHIND THE SCENES DEVELOPMENTS IN THE OCT 14, 1973 UPRISING 
BUT HE WILL ALLOW SOME TIME TO PASS BEFORE PUBLISHING THE 
MEMOIRS. 

5. OCT 1973 UPRISING. MANY GROUPS WITHOUT ANY GOOD WILL 
TOWARD NATION, RELIGION AND MONARCHY WERE INVOLVED IN THE 
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OCT 14 UPRISING. REPORTS THAT HE WAS ORDERED TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY WERE UNTRUE. HE HAD MADE UP HIS MIND TO LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY WHEN THE KING EXPRESSED HIS VIEWS. THANOM OBLIQUELY 
HINTED THAT THE COMMUNISTS WERE INVOLVED IN THE OCT, 1973, 

UPRISING. 

6. COL. NARONG KITTIKHACHON. COL NARONG (NOW LIVING IN 
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GERMANY) IS OCCUPIED WITH CERTAIN PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY THOSE 
RELATED TO THE SCHOOLING OE HIS CHILDREN IN A FOREIGN COUN- 
TRY. THANOM DOES NOT THINK THAT NARONG WILL COME BACK TO 
STAY (LONG PAUSE) IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

7. REASON FOR RETURNING. THANOM REITERATED HIS PREVIOUS 
STATEMENTS THAT HE RETURNED TO VISIT HIS AILING FATHER AND 

TO FULFILL A PLEDGE HE HAD MADE THAT HE WOULD BECOME A MONK 
DURING HIS FATHER'S LIFETIME. HE HAD NO RPT NO POLITICAL 
MOTIVES FOR RETURNING TO THAILAND. 

8. OCT 6, 1976. HE SAID THAT HIS RETURN MAY HAVE BEEN A 
SMALL PART OF THE REASON FOR WHAT HAPPENED ON OCT 6, 1976. 

BUT THE PRIMARY REASON FOR OCT 6 WAS THE FACT THAT THE PEOPLE 
REALIZED THAT THE STUDENTS AND CERTAIN POLITICIANS WERE STAG- 
ING DEMONSTRATIONS FOR REASONS WHICH THREATENED NATIONAL UNITY 
AND SECURITY AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF NATION, RELIGION AND 
MONARCHY. THE PEOPLE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED THESE STUDENTS AND 
POLITICIANS. 

BURKE 
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